“A program like this is a
professor’s dream for excited,
engaged students in the classroom.
Numbers, theories, research
papers all take on a new meaning.
Students are no longer thinking
about passing an exam or getting
a grade, but rather how their new
knowledge might come to help
them on the ground in a completely
different setting.”

—Robin Ragan, professor

Knox College
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As a component of an undergraduate curriculum, the Peace Corps Prep Program
consists of selected courses paired with community service to help prepare students
for work in international development, potentially with the Peace Corps. This program
is a formal partnership between the Peace Corps and higher-education institutions.
Its intent is to motivate students as they progress through school with an eye to how
their studies can apply after graduation. When combined with service abroad as a
Peace Corps Volunteer, this program enhances the career opportunities of graduates
and offers many other benefits, just a few of which are outlined (see back page).

Students apply to the program through the school and participate for two or more
years. A year before graduation, or anytime thereafter, they apply to the Peace Corps
and include their Peace Corps Prep Program experience in their application. While
this does not guarantee acceptance into Peace Corps, students participating in the
program will gain skills which are an advantage in the competitive Peace Corps
application process and in other international development work.
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The school:

* Designates a program coordinator to work with the Peace Corps.

* Creates course offerings and requirements for the program, such as foreign language study,
international development studies, or a specific discipline that aligns with Peace Corps Volunteer
work (e.g., education, teaching English as a second language, agriculture, environment, health,
and business).

* Promotes the program to students and screens and selects candidates for the program.

Peace Corps:

* Provides suggested curriculum and guidance to prepare students for international service.

* Provides recruitment support to students interested in applying to Peace Corps to work overseas
following graduation.

* Offers five decades of experience in building peace and friendship through service to others.
Its mission has remained the same since 1961:
* To help the people of interested countries in meeting their need for trained men and women.
* To help promote a better understanding of Americans on the part of the peoples served.
* To help promote a better understanding of other peoples on the part of Americans.

¢ Offers a 27-month work, cultural immersion, and skills development experience in over
75 countries. Volunteers work in one of six general program areas: agriculture,
business, education, environment, health, and youth and community development.

peprep@peacecorns.gov
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“The Peace Corps Prep
Program helps students
navigate the huge array of
choices they face by providing
them with a set of classes that
helps prepare them for serving
overseas as a Peace Corps
Volunteer after they graduate.
We’ve found that students
benefit when they understand
why they are taking a class,
and this program provides
students with direction and a
purpose to focus on.”

—David Firth, professor
University of Montana
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